p r o o f s
1/10/2011 issue 12 ~ Happy New Year!

The LA History Archive has launched.

Visitors may explore this online resource at www.lahistoryarchive.org.
The Studio invites visitors to contribute to this growing site and to think
about how to best document and disseminate the region’s history.
...more on page 4.

An invitation to the LA History Archive. See page 4 for the story.

The Studio
is a nonprofit
resource center
dedicated
to critically
chronicling and
disseminating
the region’s social
history in order
to foster sense
of place.
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Studio
News Notes
On December 11, 2010 the Studio
participated in the annual Echo
Park Holiday Parade, whose theme
was “We are the World.” This was
the second time the Studio has
been an official entry in the parade
and it was as thrilling as the first
time in 2008 (2009 was rained
out). In addition to passing out
bookmark/timelines of LA history,
Studio friends passed out balloons
to those in the audience. Thanks go
to Isa-Kae Meksin, Nancy Bautista,
Victoria Bernal (who took the
photo at right), Bob Drwila,
Shirley Kurata, Leo Limón, Liane
Schirmer & Christopher James.

Welcome New Board Member: Michelle Hawley

Dr. Michelle Hawley is the Director of the Honors College and Community
Engagement at California State University Los Angeles. She is also a
Professor of English. Her areas of focus are Victorian literature and multicultural children’s literature. She has been a Community Partner with the
Studio for two years and worked closely with the Studio in a collaboration
with the New Open World Academy on the former Ambassador Hotel
and its neighborhood, which will launch in March. Welcome, Michelle!

The timeline is available at www.watts-timeline.org.
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The Studio’s banner
“A Short History of
Watts” frames Mayor
Antonio Villaraigosa
& dignataries (like
the school’s student
body president) at last
month’s ribbon cutting
ceremony for CollegeReady Academy # 11
- a new school in Watts.
Photo by Mark Savage.

Support
the Studio
MEMBERSHIP DRIVE

Membership categories show annual rates.
Student/Senior $25
Individual $55
Friend $75
Family $100
(2 adults & 2 kids)

Patron $250
Supporting $500
Benefactor $1,000

Benefits include:

· A 2011 Studio Calendar “A Few of Our Favorite Trees” ($10 value!);
· A subscription to proofs the Studio’s newsletter;
· A 25% discount on Studio products;
· Membership Rates with Partners (like TOWN HALL LA);
· A “Members Only” Walking Tour of the Los Angeles River (see below).
Membership applications available on our website or at the Studio.

Members Only Walking Tour of the LA River
The Studio for Southern California History is thanking its members with
a special walking tour, led by DR. JENNY PRICE. To qualify for the tour,
YOU MUST BECOME A MEMBER BY FEBRUARY 14. This tour
will take place Saturday April 23 at 10 am. Details on where to meet will
be directly sent to members so become a member today!
Everyone in Los Angeles has seen the L.A. River, and has heard
that it’s being revitalized. But who knows where it is, exactly-and what exactly is happening on its banks? On this two-stop
tour, we’ll see the river at its greenest and at its most concrete-as we talk about the river’s central role in L.A.’s history and
the necessity of the ambitious revitalization to the city’s future.
Jenny Price is a writer, environmental historian, and Los Angeles Urban
Ranger. Author of “Thirteen Ways of Seeing Nature in L.A.,” Flight
Maps: Adventures with Nature in Modern America, and the “Green
Me Up, JJ” column on LA Observed, she’s written for GOOD, Sunset,
Believer, Audubon, New York Times, and Los Angeles Times. She has a
Ph.D. in history from Yale University, and is a Research Scholar at the
UCLA Center for the Study of Women. She gives as many tours of the
concrete L.A. River as she possibly can, and she lives on Venice Beach.
3

An
Almanac of
Handshakes

With Los Angeles writer
Jeremy Rosenberg, the
Studio is documenting
handshakes from history
for a 2012 exhibit
entitled
“Almanac(k)s
& Handshakes.” We are
seeking individuals interested in demonstrating on camera whatever
handshakes they use and explaining the known origins of those handshakes.
Filming of the performance will take place by appointment only at the Studio
between January 1 and June 1, 2011. Those interested should contact
the Studio at 213-229-8890 or by email at thesocalstudio@gmail.com.

THE LA HISTORY ARCHIVE--READY FOR USE

After years of development and evaluation, the LA History Archive is now
public and available to explore at www.lahistaryarchive.org. The Archive
shares history in 3 key ways:
-A Collection of thousands of digital assets like oral histories and images.
-Resources like lesson plans, timelines & profiles of individuals.
-A Forum that links to even more sites dedicated to local history.
The Studio welcomes contributions to the Archive and is currently
requesting lesson plans and syllabi that teach Southern California history.
In addition to gathering best practices, this site is intended to critically
chronicle and disseminate the region’s social history in order to foster
sense of place--the Studio’s mission. According to the Studio’s Founder
& Executive Director Sharon Sekhon, this resource was first envisioned
in 2005--prior to the Studio’s formal opening--and has been a part of the
Studio’s strategy to fulfill its mission in efficient and far ranging ways:
“We are proud to see this idea come to fruition. As we are further
immersed in multimedia texts as a society, a history archive with multimedia
texts is essential. However, the success of the LA History Archive is truly
dependent upon those who use it and contribute to it. “

The LA History Archive was made possible by generous
funding provided by Lauren Bon and the Metabolic Studio, a
Philanthropic and Artistic arm of the Annenberg Foundation.
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Leo Limón:

A Profile in Courage by Christian Lainez

Each issue of proofs includes a short profile
of one of the Studio’s oral history subjects.
This issue focuses on artist Leo Limón, whose
artwork has graced the public space of Los
Angeles since the 1970s. We are pleased to
announce that Leo Limón will be painting
Los Angeles cityscapes at the Studio on
Sundays throughout January.
Leo Limón, a legend in his own right, is
a talented and kind man who makes it his
mission in life to spread peace, love and
culture everywhere he goes with art, wisdom
and humor. Leo Limón grew up in East Los
Angeles. His mother named him “Yreneo”
but he changed his name to “Leo” in middle
school. He still is very involved with his
East Los Angeles community. Often, Limón
teaches art and is an advocate for education
in his community. He often attends or heads
programs that keep our youth off the streets
and in the studio, painting, drawing and
creating art.
Limón is most famous for the LA River
Catz or “Gatitas.” He began adding his cats
starting in 1969 and has since had 15 featured
on the rivers cat-head-shaped storm drains
and has painted numerous murals in the Los
Angeles area. During his time with SelfHelp Graphics, Limón helped to develop the
Annual Celebration of Día de Los Muertos
and the Atelier Printmaking Program.
In addition, Limón helped to establish the
Aztlan Cultural Arts Foundation to fulfill
his commitment to youth in his community.
Limón has also worked with the MeChicano
Art Center and the Centro de Arte Público.

Read Christian’s full profile of Leo at
the Studio--it is one of dozens included
in the Studio’s current exhibit: Love
is Living LARGE in Los Angeles.
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My Neighborhood:
East Pasadena
by Nicole Murph

Everyday my Mom and I do our exercise,
sometimes walking from our home in
Chapman Woods to Hastings Ranch.
During our exercise, I always look at my
surroundings and imagine the history
behind it. What it was, what it is now
and what it may be in the future.
My neighborhood, Chapman Woods, is
one of many neighborhood communities
that are located in East Pasadena.
Some of these communities, including
mine, are associations.
When I was younger
I learned about the
history of Chapman
Woods. The area
was occupied by the
California Indians and
later was under the
control of the San
Gabriel Mission. When
the great ranchos
were created, Hugo
Reid became owner of Rancho Santa Anita. Then in 1869, Alfred B.
Chapman bought 1,786 acres of Rancho Santa Anita and built his home
as well as displayed his interest in horticulture in the area. In the 1920s,
the area was subdivided into properties by Jim Stewart and Ben Quigley.
The Chapman Woods Association was incorporated in the 1930s and the
community has grown since.
My Mom has lived in the association since the early 1970s and I have been
raised since birth in Chapman Woods. Although in Pasadena, Chapman
Woods is part of the County of Los Angeles. Just as the name states, the
area consists of numerous plants and trees, like the woods. My neighborhood
is surrounded by an assortment of businesses, restaurants, fast food places,
shopping centers, markets, schools and the Metro Gold Line.
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Rosemead Boulevard is the main highway bordering Chapman Woods
and connects to major streets such as Foothill Boulevard and Colorado
Boulevard. Some of the architecture surrounding this area have low, box
like design that reminds me of an earlier era, prior to the 1950s, that these
buildings were built in.
When we arrive in Hastings Ranch, it brings back memories as I walk
around the area. I attended LaSalle High School, which is located in
the Hastings Ranch
area. Sometimes we
take the short way
around as it allows us
to pass by my alma
mater located on a tree
lined street. When
we take the long way
around, we always go
by the First Church
of Nazarene where my
high school graduation
took place.
Similar to Chapman
Woods, Hastings Ranch
is an association. In
1925, Hastings Ranch
was an underdeveloped
area. Pasadena was
in the top three for
consideration of the
southern
branch
of
University
of
California to be built in
this area. The regents
decided to build what is
now known as UCLA
in Westwood.
Read the entire essay
on the LA History
Archive. Contest
information is available
on the back cover.
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My Neighborhood:
Thai Town by Daphne Hsu

I lived in Thai Town for several years. I could
just say I lived in Los Feliz, which is technically
accurate but not true. When people think of
Los Feliz they think of hipsters and yuppies
in a walkable neighborhood in an otherwise
unwalkable city.
Many people don’t think anything of Thai
Town in that they don’t even know Los
Angeles has a Thai Town. It borders
Hollywood and has some of Hollywood’s
dirty vibe—fun X-rated spots including the
well-known striptease joint, Jumbo’s Clown
Room. And Thai Town is literally dirty.
People leave old sofas and mattresses on
the sidewalk. Once I saw an old couch
with fresh fruits and vegetables on it
for the taking. Waste not, want not. No
one wanted them and it soon became an
old couch with old fruits and vegetables.
And then it became an old couch with
rotting fruits and vegetables.
Thai Town is a neighborhood that
had reinvented itself. The Thai BBQ
joint looks like it was an old Mexican
restaurant. And on the corner of
Hollywood Boulevard and Western
Avenue, no one can miss Thai Town
Express, which still has an over-sized
hot dog on its roof.
I picked Thai Town to live because it’s a
little pocket of Los Angeles that is walkable and accessible. I can actually take public transit—the redline—to go to
work downtown and the 101 Freeway is a couple of blocks away. There is a
24-hour Ralphs, a Starbucks, and a Ross on the corner of Hollywood and
Western and of course there are plenty of Thai restaurants within walking
distance of my apartment on Loma Linda Avenue. Thai Patio, Ruen Pair,
and Red Corner Asia are all located in New Hollywood Plaza. And so
is a $3.00 haircut place. Before you leave the plaza, don’t forget to stop
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at the Thai Dessert
and Vegetarian Food.
If you love coconut,
bananas, or taro you
won’t be disappointed.
The Ralphs never has
any basil left when I
want to make Thai
basil chicken so I head
to Thailand Plaza.
As you head east on Hollywood
Boulevard from Western Avenue, you’ll
see an altar. Colorful plastic garlands
adorn it. Its mosaic pieces glitter at night
and a small light illuminates a small gold
statue. The multi-faced, multi-armed
wonder seems to welcome you to the
plaza.
Located at the plaza is Silom Market.
Items are stacked in open sagging
boxes and there is dust on some of
the merchandise. This doesn’t matter
because the market has all the basil I
need. It has bunches in plastic bags and
the basil’s cheaper than at Ralphs. It
also has things I don’t know what to do
with. Canned young green jackfruit.
Toddy palm paste. Mangosteens.
As you head out of the market and into the parking garage, you see a
vendor making fresh
street food. The
sweet smell of khanom
bueang (crispy pancakes)
greets you as you exit
the store. In short, this
is my neighborhood.
A little bit dirty, a bit
tasty, and definitely
Los Angeles.
-DH
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MEETINGS
& WORKSHOPS

The growth of the Studio has
meant that we have been included in
workshops dedicated to teachers and local history, including students from
elementary school and middle school and students at the university level.
JANUARY 29 - ARTS IN THE ONE WORLD (CalArts)
This conference will be held at CalArts from January 27 - 29, 2011
and will explore the theme of “Sharing Strategies for Change.” This
conference is organized by CalArts School of Theater and explores
strategies for change through transdisciplinary, context-based and
interconnected approaches. Studio founder Sharon Sekhon will
present a workshop with CalArts Theater professor Evelynn Serrano
on mapping Los Angeles social history using the World Wide Web.
FEBRUARY 8 - LOS ANGELES AS SUBJECT AT THE STUDIO
Members of Los Angeles As Subject will meet at the Studio for its regular
meeting and then for a special panel on digital archives. Following the
meeting, the Studio will provide a one hour walking tour of Chinatown
for the group. This meeting was coordinated by Los Angeles As Subject’s
dynamic new coordinator Liza Posas. L.A. as Subject is a research
alliance dedicated to preserving and improving access to the raw material
of Los Angeles history. Information is available at www.laassubject.org.
FEBRUARY 13: GHOULA’S SPIRITS WITH SPIRITS
GHOST HUNTERS OF URBAN LOS ANGELES (GHOULA)
will hold its monthly meeting at the Studio in February. GHOULA is
dedicated to the preservation of greater L.A.’s rich haunted history,
and the promotion and celebration of this local lore through ghostly
gatherings, events, and publications. The event promises to be an
exhibition of haunted house paintings in conjunction with one of the
group’s “Spirits with Spirits” meetings. This event is not yet confirmed,
so check for more information on their website at http://ghoula.org/.
TEACHING AMERICAN HISTORY WORKSHOP
In late February, the Studio will be hosting a workshop for Teaching
American History. This event is co-organized by Jenny Cree Swan and
will include a walking tour of Chinatown and the Studio’s Memory Trunk
lesson plan. Teaching American History is a program designed to raise
student achievement by improving teachers’ knowledge and understanding
of and appreciation for traditional U.S. history. The teachers participating
in this workshop represent magnet schools across Los Angeles county.
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KULLU
The Studio Mews

by Studio founder Sharon Sekhon
Kullu, or Kullu-Kae as I like to call her,
has been a visitor to the Studio’s new
location since we moved here in July.
Her parents live close by and Kullu is
very independent. She visits the Studio
on a daily basis (when her parents are at
work), pausing to take a nap or express
an opinion on the exhibit (all pawsitive,
of course). Her sweet company has
earned her the title of ‘Official Studio
Muse.’ Meow ‘hi’ if you see her here.
MARCH 19 - ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN HISTORIANS
Studio founder Sharon Sekhon will join historians Vanessa Macias,
Anne Valk, Rhea Lawson and Wesley Chenault for a panel entitled
“Place, Social Responsibility, and the Work of History” at the annual
meeting for the Organization of American Historians in Houston,
Texas. This panel represents scholars from across the nation. Sekhon will
discuss the Studio’s mission and successes using a regional perspective.
Not only do Los Angelenos still suffer through stupid jokes of having
“no history,” but they must confront educational standards and media
outlets that assume residents do not care about local history. The
Studio’s work proves otherwise. The recent political attacks on ethnic
studies in Arizona reveals the importance of such work; often those
challenging the role of ethnic studies in the nation’s education system are
the ones in need of a refresher course in the history. For places whose
boundaries have shifted over time, place-based histories are essential.

Pomona Old Spanish Trail Conference

The Studio will be assisting with the Pomona Old Spanish Trail Conference
which will be held June 2 - 5, 2011. The Old Spanish National Historic Trail
was a horse and mule pack train from 1829 - 1848 between the pueblos of
Santa Fe and Los Angeles. Woolen goods went west and were traded for
thousands of horses and mules that were returned to Santa Fe. Working
with Genna Carpio, a PhD student at USC, and others, the Studio will
create a self-guided tour of downtown Pomona . This conference will bring
together scholars and representatives from different history interests and
will be held on the Cal Poly Pomona Campus. More information is available
at www.oldspanishtrail.org--a website chock full of great resources to
explore the Trail further. For more information on the conference,
contact Jack Pritchett, the conference chair at 310-895-4747.
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2011 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
January 22: Chinatown Walking Tour
February 1: My Neighborhood Photo Essay Due
February 12: El Pueblo Historic Monument Walking Tour
April 2: Union Station Walking Tour
April 23: Members Only Walking Tour of the LA River
May 1: My Neighborhood Photo Essay Due
Check the Studio’s website at www.socalstudio.org for updates.
RSVP to Walking Tours by calling 213-229-8890 or emailing
thesocalstudio@gmail.com.

The My Neighborhood Photo Essay Challenge
Are you up to the Challenge?

Since its opening the Studio has sponsored this simple yet powerful contest.
To enter, you must submit five photographs and a 500 - 1,000 word essay
explaining how the photographs illustrate “home.” To date, there are
over 30 photo essays in the LA History Archive representing diverse
neighborhoods throughout Southern California including Alhambra,
Brentwood, Bell, Chinatown, Culver City, Eagle Rock, Little Tokyo, Mid
City, Pasadena, Thai Town, Topanga, Westwood and more. Authors range
from grammar school students to college professors and reveal a wealth
of interpretations for the idea of “home” or “neighborhood” and stunning
photographs of many neighborhoods. Winners receive an iPod Nano and
all essays are available in the LA History Archive’s collection at
www.lahistoryarchive.org/collection/.
Include:
February 1, 2011
Photographer’s Name,
May 1, 2011
Home Address (Number, Street, Apt #)
August
1, 2011
City, State, Zip code
November
1, 2011
Phone Number
E-mail address (optional)
500-1,000 Word Essay
Photographs with title, location and date for each image. One entry per person.
All entries will be judged anonymously and will become property of the Studio
for Southern California History and included in the LA History Archive.
Submissions must be postmarked, or your email dated, on or before the contest
deadline. Submit entries by mail or electronically to: thesocalstudio@gmail.com.
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